


Getting accurate, sound research 
isn’t easy…

A typical legislative research 
project involves sending research 
staffers on a needle-in-a-
haystack mission to meticulously 
comb through the stacks of dusty 
old tomes that are Legislative 
records.

This sort of research quickly 
becomes expensive and time 
consuming.



Until Gall-Holl made it easy

Gall Holl sought a better way, and created one: 
the Gallagher Hollenbeck Integrated Legislative 
Examination Software, also known as GILES, 
after Saint Giles who wards off disease.

Giles is designed to provide a framework to 
collect all pertinent information about 
legislation, particularly at the state legislative 
level, which as any seasoned researcher can 
tell you is often not easily accessible.

One of GILES’s most important features that 
saves tremendous amounts of time and effort is 
the program’s ability to search for certain terms 
in the bill texts, such as appropriations and 
conflicts of interest that previously were  
concealed in larger bills. 

GILES is a software platform 

that manipulates legislative 

information and bill 

information into a standard 

database format.



GILES saves time and effort

In a standard research project, the 
man hours will pile up, as time is 
spent hunting, copying, cross 
checking, back checking, and so on.   
Our software takes care of all that, 
and is able to reverse the trend of lost 
man hours – generating value and 
efficiency.  

With the time that is saved, the 
research team can turn to more 
important activities, such as analyzing 
the data and looking for chinks in your 
opponent’s armor. 
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GILES  IN  ACTION



Here GILES pulls in the basic bill information for House Bill 
26 from the 2008 Alabama Regular Session



This screen shot demonstrates GILES processing the vote 
history of HB 109 in the 2008 Regular Session of the Alabama 
Legislature.



Here, the Alabama GILES system is pulling in the vote 
information on HB 189 of the 2008 Regular Session



The automation at the core of GILES allows us to gather 
information about tens of thousands of bills in a matter of 
minutes while keeping it all organized.



Unprecedented thoroughness
GILES is designed to record information on all of a measure's votes, 
including amendment, concurrence, passage, and procedural votes.

Procedural Votes

Amendments



GILES CREATES 

UNPRECENDENTED NEW 

RESEARCH 

OPPORTUNITIES



Side by Side Analysis

GILES provides the ability to quickly 
analyze an individual legislator's voting 
record against any other legislator, such 
as comparing all of a target's votes 
against the majority or minority leaders.  

This feature can be particularly helpful; if 
your campaign is trying to build a case 
that your opponent is out of touch with 
their district.

If the legislative leader's voting record is 
too liberal for your district, and your 
opponent voted with him 90 percent of 
the time, your campaign can make a 
plausible case that your opponent is out 
of step with his district. 



Absentee Records and Legislative Statistics

As you can see in this report, 
taken strait from one of our 2006 
projects, GILES greatly simplifies 
the research process.

Within minutes our program can 
calculate detailed legislative 
absentee and attendance 
records.

We can also almost instantly 
calculate how often the target 
sided with the majority or the 
minority, and how effective the 
target is at passing legislation.  



Organizing and Searching Legislation

GILES automatically prepares and indexes the bill text for searching, allowing us to 
quickly find conflicts of interest, tax hikes, appropriations, and and conflicts of 
interest that previously were  concealed in larger bills. 

This feature saves tremendous amounts of time and effort.



Finding conflicts of interest

One of our targets in a 2006 
project was a member of his 
county school board.  

Upon learning this, we made 
GILES search through the bill 
text of every piece of legislation 
to find anything mentioning 
county boards of education.  

We found three, including a 
$178 million pay-raise and a 
doubling of a per diem 
allocations.    



Quickly totaling the Legislator’s tax votes

GILES, using a combination of 
methods, is able to quickly find 
tax bills, look up fiscal 
estimates, and tally up the total 
damages to the taxpayers. 

In this particular report, using a 
number of methods we tallied 
up a total of 23 votes for $1.28 
billion in new taxes for this 
legislator. 



Customized reporting

While every state may have a 
different system, one of GILES 
advantages is that is conforms 
all state vote formats into one 
uniform standard.

GILES is able to quickly 
manipulate the information into 
a variety of formats such as 
Microsoft Office Doc format, 
Portable Document Format, a 
SQL style database, or 
published directly to the 
internet. 


